Chapter 2
Study Questions

1. Why is defining “American English” such a complex question? 
2. How does language usage reflect social conflict? Explain at least two human activities that bring about language change. 
3. Why do language communities exist, and how might one differ from another? 
4. Why are language and identity interconnected? Be able to give specific examples illustrating this relationship. 
5. How does a language usage become privileged, and why is this an important concept to understand? 
